
Chamber Music Wilmington announces 
retirement of Barbara McKenzie and new 

incoming Artistic Director for 2020! 
 
 
Founder and Artistic Director Barbara McKenzie has announced 
her retirement from Chamber Music Wilmington at the close of 
the current season.  The Board of Directors is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Dr. Joshua Marquez as its 
Incoming Artistic Director.  Dr. Marquez will spend the 
remainder of CMW’s 2019-2020 season working closely with 
Barbara McKenzie, who has been at the helm of the 
organization for the past 25 years.  This co-directorship will 
allow for a smooth transition of leadership for the organization in 
scheduling next year’s season. 
 
Board President Beverley Dean states, “Chamber Music 
Wilmington is so very fortunate to have had Artistic Director 
Barbara McKenzie as the founder and inspiration behind the 
organization for the past 25 years.  She will be greatly missed 

and leaves a remarkable legacy and solid foundation for Dr. Marquez as he assumes the position of Incoming 
Artistic Director.  His background as a classical musician and composer is impressive as is his commitment to 
Wilmington.  The Board looks forward to working with him to continue the long history of classical programming 
for our chamber music audiences while increasing community partnerships to make chamber music accessible 
to everyone.” 
 
McKenzie says, “My journey with Chamber Music Wilmington as its founder and artistic director has been a 
fascinating process of creative discovery over 25 years.  I learned to trust my creative instinct and process and 
found that success is delivered through imagination, intention, trust, hard work, commitment and love! It has 
been an honor and my great pleasure to create an organization that has brought so much joy and artistic 
vitality to our community and I am deeply grateful to my supporters and our donors who believed, with me, in 
the power of classical music to change and enrich lives.  Thank you, thank you!” 
 
Joshua Marquez is a Filipino-American composer who brings impressive credentials to CMW.  He holds a PhD 
in composition from the University of Iowa in addition to an MM from the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro.  His award-winning music explores the liminal space between tone and noise.   Hailed as "cutting-
edge" (The Gazette) and "haunting" (The Daily Iowan), Marquez's music has been performed and recorded, 
internationally, by ensembles and musicians such as the Arditti Quartet, JACK Quartet, Brno Philharmonic, 
Carmine Marcello Rizzi (violin), Iwona Glinka (flute), Akropolis Reed Quintet, Gate City Camerata, and the 
National Chamber Orchestra of Armenia, among others.  He has been a Rockefeller Foundation Fellow and an 
Artist-In-Residence at the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts, Millay Colony for the Arts, Brush Creek Arts 
Foundation, and the Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for the Arts in addition to numerous Universities.  His work 
has been awarded the Arts in Wilmington Artist of 2019 Award, a 2016 Sayat Nova International Composition 
Competition Prize, a North Carolina Arts Grant, an Iowa Social Justice Grant, and an Iowa Arts Across Borders 
Grant in addition to other honors.  Joshua is currently the Artistic Director for the social justice and 
interdisciplinary arts nonprofit, GRIT Collaborative.  Marquez currently serves as a Resident Composer for the 
Saint Mary's College Summer Composition Intensive in Notre Dame, IN (2013-2020), having previously taught 
at the University of Iowa and the Preucil School of Music. 
 
Says Marquez, “I am looking forward to continuing Chamber Music Wilmington's mission of providing dynamic 
and engaging programming to the Cape Fear Region.  My goal is to provide our community with even more 
access to these world-class performances because I believe that classical music is for everyone.  I am thrilled 
to be working with CMW, humbled by the organization's overwhelming support, and excited about what the 
future holds for CMW.” 


